
SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 3 

 

Ball python (Python regius) imports in the three main destination regions: the USA, 

Europe (the main European importers being France, Italy, Spain, UK and Germany) 

and Hong Kong 

 

Note that importer-reported quantities over time show a relatively steep decline for the USA 

and Europe (Fig S3.1) since the mid-2000s, whereas recent imports in Hong Kong have 

continued to increase (Fig S3.2). The latter were supplied predominantly by Ghana, but also 

increasingly by (presumably captive-bred) individuals from the USA (Fig. S3.3). 
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Figure S3.1. Import volume (number of individuals) of ball pythons into the USA (A) and Europe (B), 
the latter represented by France, Italy, Spain, UK and Germany, according to importer- and 
exporter-reported quantities, 1979-2017. Source: CITES trade database (https://trade.cites.org/). 
   

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

140000

160000

180000

200000
19

79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

20
17

Im
po

rt
 v

ol
um

e 
(n

um
be

r o
f i

nd
iv

id
ua

ls)

Importer reported quantity Exporter reported quantity

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

80000

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

20
17

Im
po

rt
 v

ol
um

e 
(n

um
be

r o
f i

nd
iv

id
ua

ls)

Importer reported quantity Exporter reported quantity



 

 
Figure S3.2. Import volume (number of individuals) of Ball pythons into Hong Kong according to 
importer- and exporter-reported quantities, 1991-2017. Source: CITES trade database 
(https://trade.cites.org/). 
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Figure S3.3. Supply of ball pythons to Hong Kong, showing (A) countries responsible for supply, as a 
proportion of total imports, and (B) trends in import volume from the three main supply countries, 
1991 - 2017. Data are based on importer-reported quantities. Source: CITES trade database 
(https://trade.cites.org/).  
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Ball python exports from the USA  

 

After range states, the USA are now the fourth largest global exporter of ball pythons, with 

total exports of 235,875 (according to exporter-reported quantities), or 195,764 (importer-

reported quantities), between 1979 and 2017. Note the increase in annual exports from the 

year 2000 (Fig. S3.4), which reached an annual peak of between 20,000 and 25,000 in the 

early 2010s. Whilst records suggest a recent decline, it is possible that this is due to 

incomplete records in 2016 and 2017. Ball python exports from the USA supply a diverse 

market on all continents (Fig. S3.5), and since approximately 2010 have comprised 

predominantly captive-bred individuals following a decline in the re-export of ranched Ball 

pythons from range states (Fig. S3.6).  

 

 
Figure S3.4. Export volume (number of individuals) of Ball pythons from the USA, according to 
exporter- and importer-reported quantities, 1979-2017. Source: CITES trade database 
(https://trade.cites.org/). 
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Figure S3.5. Countries supplied by ball python exports from the USA, as a proportion of total exports, 
1979 - 2017. Data are based on exporter-reported quantities. Source: CITES trade database 
(https://trade.cites.org/).  
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Figure S3.6. Export volume (number of individuals) of captive-bred, ranched and wild-sourced ball 
pythons from the USA. Based on exporter-reported quantities, 1994-2017. Source: CITES trade 
database (https://trade.cites.org/). 
 

 

	
	

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

18000

20000

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

Ex
po

rt
 v

ol
um

e 
(n

um
be

r o
f i

nd
iv

id
ua

ls)

Captive-bred Ranched Wild


